Healthy Media Habits

What is iQ: smartparent?

iQ: smartparent is a multimedia television and web series designed for parents that
will empower them with new knowledge, tools, and abilities to successfully guide their
children through the changing landscape of digital media and technology. It is a
growing community of caregivers, national experts, educators, and parent bloggers
who want to understand the opportunities and challenges of media as it relates to the
development of their children. iQ: smartparent was created by WQED Multimedia in
2012.

About this Episode

This episode of iQ: smartparent discusses healthy media habits for children and
families. “Mediatrician” Michael Rich, MD, of Harvard Medical School and the Center
on Media and Child Health shares his advice on screen time and a balanced media diet

Discussion Questions

1. What are some of your concerns about media use and health?

2. What are some of your family’s screen time rules? Have they been effective? Why
or why not?

3. Dr. Rich discusses a “balanced media diet” in the episode. What does he mean by
that?

4. One parent in the episode discussed video games. What are some healthier ways
to approach gaming in your family?

5. The father in this episode had some concerns about his children watching You Tube
videos. What are some of the ways videos can be harmful? How can they be
beneficial?

6. Do younger children need different rules than older children? What about rules for
parents?
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About the Guest

Michael Rich, MD, MPH, FAAP, FSAHM, Founder and Director of
the Center on Media and Child Health, Associate Professor at
Harvard Medical School and Harvard School of Public Health,
came to medicine after a twelve-year career as a filmmaker
(including serving as assistant director to Akira Kurosawa on
Kagemusha). As Director of the Center on Media and Child
Health (www.cmch.tv) at Boston Children’s Hospital, Dr. Rich
combines his creative experience with rigorous scientific evidence
about the powerful positive and negative effects of media to
advise pediatricians and parents how to use media in ways that optimize child
development at www.askthemediatrician.org. Recipient of the AAP’s Holroyd-Sherry
Award and the SAHM New Investigator Award, Dr. Rich has developed media-based
research methodologies and authored numerous papers and AAP policy statements,
testified to the United States Congress, and makes regular national press appearances
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