PBS/WQED
Voting Matters: The Power of Your Vote

[Discussion Questions]

Before Viewing the Videos
- Why is civic engagement important in a democracy?
- What are some examples of civic engagement in our community?
- How can students contribute to civic engagement?

Discussion Questions for Episode 1: "What are Primaries and Caucuses?"
Video-related question:
e What did you learn about the differences between primaries and caucuses from watching the
video? How do these processes shape the selection of candidates for political office?
Community-related question:
e Are there any upcoming primary or caucus elections in our local community? How can students
get involved or stay informed about these elections, even if they are not yet eligible to vote?

Discussion Questions for Episode 2: "How Does Voting Work?"
Video-related question:
e What are some of the barriers to voting discussed in the video, and how can they be overcome?
How can students play a role in addressing these barriers in their communities?
Community-related question:
e \What voting resources or initiatives are available in our local community to support voter
registration and turnout? How can students help promote these resources and encourage their
peers to participate in the electoral process?

Discussion Questions for Episode 3: "What Can You as a Student/Minor Do to Make an Impact?"
Video-related question:

e What examples of student involvement and activism were highlighted in the video? How can
students apply similar strategies or approaches to make a positive impact in their own schools
or communities?

Community-related question:

e What are some pressing issues or challenges facing our local community that students are
passionate about addressing? How can students collaborate with community members and
stakeholders to advocate for change on these issues?

Discussion Questions for Episode 4: "Igniting the Youth Vote"
Video-related question:

e What were some of the strategies discussed in the video for increasing youth voter turnout and
engagement? How can students apply these strategies in their own efforts to mobilize their
peers to participate in the electoral process?

Community-related question:

e How can students leverage their voices and perspectives to influence local policies and
decision-making processes? What steps can students take to ensure that their concerns and
priorities are heard and addressed by local leaders and officials?



[Learning Extension Activity: Scavenger Hunt]

Objective: To reinforce learning from the "Voting Matters: The Power of Your Vote" series in a fun and
interactive way.

Materials Needed:
e Printed copies of scavenger hunt clues (see below)
e Writing utensils
e Prize for the winning participant/team (optional)

Instructions:

1. Divide students into small groups or pairs.

2. Distribute the scavenger hunt clues to each group.

3. Explain that the clues are related to key concepts, terms, or ideas discussed in the "Voting Matters"
video series.

4. Instruct students to work together to solve each clue and locate the corresponding item or location
within the school or nearby area.

5. Encourage students to use their knowledge from the videos to help them solve the clues.

6. Once a group has found all the items or locations, they should return to the starting point to confirm
their answers.

7. Review the answers with the class and discuss any concepts or ideas that may need further
clarification.

Optional:
Award a prize to the group with the most correct answers or the group that completes the scavenger hunt in
the shortest amount of time.

Sample Scavenger Hunt Clues:

Find a poster or flyer related to a student government election.

Locate a bulletin board featuring information about a local community event or initiative.

Identify a classroom where a civics or social studies lesson is taking place.

Find a book in the school library about voting rights or democracy.

Locate a poster or banner promoting voter registration or civic engagement.

Find a teacher or staff member who can explain the process of absentee voting.

Identify a student who can describe the importance of participating in the electoral process.

Locate a resource center where students can access online voter registration resources.

Find a poster or flyer advertising a school club or organization focused on community service or

activism.

e Identify a school administrator or counselor who can provide information about the school's efforts to
promote civic engagement among students.

Encourage students to be creative, resourceful, and collaborative as they work together to complete the
scavenger hunt. This activity provides a hands-on way for students to apply their learning from the "Voting
Matters" series while also promoting teamwork and critical thinking skills.



