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Mount Pleasant
officials review
parking issues
near church
By Rachel Basinger
For the Herald-Standard

assurance capabilities.”
On July 28, Blaney was honored
by NASA Administrator Charles
Bolden for being one of 12 NASA
executives to be awarded the 2015
Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive.
“Greg was recognized for 26
years of federal and five years
of contract support of NASA,”
Wilcutt said.
That honor was announced in
December of last year, but it took
half a year to arrange the ceremony at the St. Regis Hotel in
Washington, D.C.
There at Blaney’s side was his
wife, the former Cheryl Leech,
60, whom Blaney helped to get a

MOUNT PLEASANT — Borough officials
are again trying to address parking issues on
Washington Street, where every household has
two permits for two vehicles in an area with
limited parking.
About one year ago, Borough Manager Jeff
Landy and then-council president Joe Bauer
moved to address the problem by having police
patrol the street to look for people who were
not supposed to be parking there.
Police Chief Doug Sam said recently that
doing that has proven difficult, as the department has other responsibilities.
He said when police do have time to do it,
they are told not to ticket individuals parked
in the borough parking lot for sporting events
if they are in violation, or in front of Ramsay
Elementary School on Sundays during church
hours.
“You need to decide if the ordinance should
be strictly enforced or not,” Sam said.
Mayor Gerald Lucia said he felt strongly that
those going to church should not be ticketed.
Council President Paul Wagner said officials should check if there is some clause that
could be added to the parking ordinance that
would protect those parking to attend a church
service.
“The permit parking ordinance should be
strictly enforced throughout the borough by
Nov. 1, but we will look at the ordinance to
see if there is any flexibility with parking at
the school on weekends for those attending
church.”
In other business, officials with the Mount
Pleasant Waste Water Treatment Plant are
working with the EADS Group, an engineering
firm out of Somerset, to try and secure a grant
from the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED).
Larry Hague, plant superintendent, said the
grant would go toward replacing the aeration
blowers at the plant, a project that has an estimated cost of $500,000.
If the grant is approved, local entities would
be responsible for 15 percent, or $75,000, of
the total cost.
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Gregory Blaney (center), director of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Independent Verification
& Validation (IV&V) Program in Fairmont, W.Va., was honored this year in Washington, D.C. Blaney’s wife, Cheryl, and
NASA Administrator Charles Bolden attended the ceremony.

Smithfield native leads the space agency
software, security facility in West Virginia
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It is the story of a boy from
Smithfield, Fayette County, who
grew up to have an important
place in America’s modern space
program.
On the way, Gregory Blaney
played football at Albert Gallatin
High School; worked construction
projects in Fayette and Centre
counties; directed air traffic
control operations in Toledo,
Ohio; sold appliances alongside
two of his wife’s uncles; and took
his skills in the control tower to a
place among the stars.
Today, Blaney, 61, is director
of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration’s

Independent Verification &
Validation (IV&V) Program in
Fairmont, West Virginia.
“The facility is responsible for
ensuring the safety and reliability
of NASA’s most critical software,”
said Blaney, who oversees approximately 250 staffers.
“IV&V has discovered and ensured resolution of issues that
posed significant risk to missions,” said former astronaut
Terry Wilcutt, Blaney’s immediate superior and chief of NASA’s
Office of Safety and Mission
Assurance. “IV&V has made tremendous innovations, including
software simulations in the (Jon
McBride Software Testing and
Research) lab and advancement
of cyber security and information

Monongahela native producing
doc detailing search for soldiers

Red Cross prepares
for holiday programs

By Christopher Buckley
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In 2010, Monongahela native Dave
Solomon, a producer for local public
broadcast station WQED, began work
on a documentary that would ultimately
touch the lives of the family members of
soldiers.
Solomon connected with John Black who
had opened an old footlocker and found
100 photographs of portraits his mother
sketched of soldiers in Europe during
World War II. John Black, who resided in
suburban Memphis, subsequently scanned
and emailed Solomon a few images of
some of the portraits.
“Once I saw the images, I was hooked,”
said Solomon. “I wanted to tell the story
Pittsburgh doesn’t know and needs to
know.
“As soon as Joe Black reached out and
said what he had, I knew we had to immediately had to go after this story despite
the geographic differences.”
That story was told by WQED producer

The American Red Cross
is reaching out to communities in its local chapters to
“Give Something that Means
Something” by supporting
members of the armed
forces, veterans and their
families during the upcoming
holidays.
Through the Holidays
for Heroes program, Red
Cross offices will recognize
members of the military and
veterans living in their communities. Organizations, businesses, schools and churches
also are being encouraged to
honor those who served our
country.
“It does them a heart of
good to know they’re not forgotten, and the community
is still thinking about them,”
said Barbara Janoscrat,
lead military volunteer
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WQED producer Dave Solomon poses with a sketch.

for the Red Cross regional
office in Greensburg. The
office covers Westmoreland,
Fayette, Indiana and Armstrong counties.
Formerly the Holiday Mail
for Heroes Program, the new
program provides Red Cross
regions with greater flexibility to develop events to
meet their community’s specific needs.
Also, fewer U.S. military
forces are serving in deployed locations overseas at
this time.
“There’s so many ways to
get involved, said Pauline
Duncan, armed forces regional manager at Red Cross.
“We have a wide range of
veterans.”
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